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“IDENTITY, NATIONALISM AND MULTICULTURALISM”


This course explores the development of modern political ideas through the work of two contemporary writers, James Tully and Benedict Anderson. Our purpose is to understand the spaces and language of modern identity politics embedded in the theories of nationalism and multiculturalism. The work of Benedict Anderson in Imagined Communities  (1991) outlines the elements of nationalism as they coalesced around the philosophical and commercial themes found in the emerging trends of liberal-capitalism in the 16th and 17th centuries.  Nationalism is the product of a liberal imagination protecting the national spirit of emerging constitutional democracies from external threat so that they may become more concrete and cohesive as nation-states. The emergence of the state as the central administrator and protector of national and personal identity, in turn gives rise to a new struggle for recognition exemplified in identity politics. In James Tully’s work Strange Multiplicity (1995), we discover a new set of debates that are also products of the liberal and national imaginations, but are cast in a different light that requires fluid dialogue as opposed to rigid definition in order to experience and understand identity, territory and politics.  The political realities of multiculturalism demand a new imagination, a post-modern, global imagination that has new codes. At the same time, this new struggle for political recognition is set against the backdrop of  a new corporate and commercial politics, as globalization takes liberalism further than ever imagined by its founders. 

GRADING:

CLASS ATTENDANCE:        10%

ON-LINE JOURNAL:             10%         We will discuss both writing assignments and 

CHAPTER REVIEWS X 2:     50%         due dates in the first week of class.

FINAL EXAMINATION:        30%

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Anderson, Benedict.  Imagined Communities New York: Verso, 1991.

Tully, James. Strange Multiplicity: Constitutionalism in an Age of Diversity. Toronto: Cambridge University Press, 1995.
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In this course we will read and talk. I will lecture for the first hour of the course, reserving the last half-hour each day for discussion, questions, observations and debate. Students are expected to keep a weekly on-line journal of questions and observations and to come to class prepared. We will also use WebCT as another place for dialogue and for posting lecture notes. 

READING SCHEDULE

WEEK 1 – ANDERSON – PP. XI – 36

WEEK 2 – ANDERSON – PP. 37-66

WEEK 3 – ANDERSON – PP. 67-112

WEEK 4 -  ANDERSON – PP. 113-154

WEEK 5 – ANDERSON –  PP. 155-206

WEEK 6 – TULLY – PP. 1-29

WEEK 7 -  TULLY – PP. 30-57

WEEK 8 – TULLY -  PP. 58-98

WEEK 9 -  TULLY – PP. 99-139

WEEK 10 – TULLY – PP. 140-182

WEEK 11 – TULLY – PP. 183-212

WEEK 12 - REVIEW

